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Kid’s Workshop featured Movies

4 months, 3 weeks, 2 days (2007) Romania
Directed by Cristian Mungiu
Written by: Cristian Mungiu
Produced by:  Cristian Mungiu, Oleg Mutu, Dan Burlac, Alex Teodorescu
Starring: Anamaria Marinca, Laura Vasiliu, Vlad Ivanov

Romania, during the final days of Communism. Otilia and Gabita are students; they share a room in a hall of residence in Bucharest. Gabita is pregnant. The girls arrange to meet a certain Mr. Bebe in a cheap hotel. He will perform Gabita’s illegal abortion. But Mr. Bebe refuses their money and demands to be paid in kind.

1:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
4:30 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK 
Spirit of Freedom: Narrative

Sponsored By Chopard

(((
A.W.O.L. (2006) USA
Directed by Jack Swamstrom
Written by: Shane Black
Produced by:  Jack Swanstrom, Sukee Chew, Jessica Wethington
Starring: David Morse, John C. McGinley

1972. An American soldier, Marquette (David Morse), is captured and tortured in Vietnam. At the height of agony, Marquette suddenly finds himself home, living an idyllic life in the US with a loving wife and children that he doesn't recall ever having seen before. 

10:30 AM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK


Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch

(((
Amal (2007) USA
Directed by Ritchie Mehta
Written by: Ritchie Mehta, Shaun Mehta
Produced by:  Steven Bray
Starring: Rupinder Nagra, Naseeruddin Shah, Seema Biswas

Autorickshaw driver AMAL is content with the small but vital role he serves - driving customers around New Delhi as quickly and safely as possible. But his sense of duty is tested by an eccentric, aging billionaire, who, moved by Amal's humility, bequeaths him his entire estate before passing away. With only one month to discover and claim the inheritance, Amal's struggles with duty and wealth are threatened by all those around him - from a young injured beggar girl and a lovely store merchant, to the danger of the old man's upper-caste friends and siblings, all seeking to claim their share of the riches.
12:30 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Atlantis Theatre

5:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK
New Visions
Sponsored By Hard Rock Cafe
(((
Art From the Streets (2006) USA
Directed by Layton Blaylock
Produced by:  Layton Blaylock, Quincy Lowman

Art From the Streets is a feature-length documentary about homelessness, art, community service, courage and hope. The film tells the story of an extraordinary, grassroots program in Austin, TX for homeless artists. By following five of the artists over the course of a year, we learn about their daily struggle to survive, their passion for art, and how this all-volunteer program helps the artists accomplish their goals while enriching the lives of all involved. Viewers will visit homeless camps, learn of the daily challenges of street life, and witness the strengths of human character.
1:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK

4:30 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Panorama: Documentary
(((
Babysitting Andy (2007) Canada
Directed by Pat Mills
Written by: Pat Mills
Produced by: Alyson Richards 
Starring: Tatum Knight, Ryan Kelly, Thomas Michael

What do you do if you're nine and nobody will tell you what "fellatio" means? When Andy's Uncle and his boyfriend arrive to babysit, Andy is not on her best behaviour. Armed with a supersoaker and a devious mind, Andy corners the men, who can do nothing but comply.
9:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Atlantis Theatre

Shorts
Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch

(((
Battle In Seattle (2007) USA
Directed by Stuart Townsend
Written by: Stuart Townsend
Produced by:  Stuart Townsend, Mary L. Aloe
Starring: Charlize Theron, Woody Harrelson

Based on one of the most incendiary political uprisings in a generation, Battle in Seattle takes an in-depth look at the five days that rocked the world in 1999, as tens of thousands of demonstrators took to the streets in protest of the World Trade Organization. What began as a peaceful protest intended to stop the WTO talks, quickly escalated into a full-scale riot and eventual State of Emergency that squared off peaceful and unarmed protesters against the Seattle Police Department and the National Guard.
9:30 PM – Friday, December 7 – Atlantis Theatre

7:15 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Special Screenings
(((
Beyond The Call (2006) USA
Directed by Adrian Belic
Produced by:  Adrian Belic
 


In an Indiana Jones meets Mother Teresa adventure, three middle-aged men, former soldiers and modern-day knights travel the world delivering life-saving humanitarian aid directly into the hands of civilians and doctors. Ed Artis, James Laws and Walt Ratterman inspire through deeds not words, in some of the most dangerous yet beautiful places on Earth, the front lines of war.
11:00 AM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

5:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Atlantis Theatre
Spirit of Freedom: Documentary
Sponsored By Chopard

(((
Blind Spot (2006) USA
Directed by Gianluca Galtrucco
Written by: Gianluca Galtrucco
Produced by:  Charles V Bender, Gianluca Galtrucco
Starring: Krishna Asani, Clare Carey, Andrew Davoli

A struggling novelist searches for creative inspiration after being dumped by his girlfriend and dropped by his publisher. Soon he encounters an aging Hollywood Diva, a Jazz Musician and a Vietnam Vet. Surprisingly, these three characters, with their unique lifestyle and incredible stories, will change his life forever. 
1:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch

(((
Born to Fly (2007) France, Italy, Peru
Directed by Marco Visalberghl
Written by: Kim Levine
Produced by:  Marco Visalberghl
Starring: Jane Copland

This is the story of a man and his dream: Angelo d’Arrigo, world-record hang-glider, wanted to push the limits of human flight – to think, feel and fly like a bird – like the largest and most graceful bird on earth: the condor. All his energy, his thoughts and passion were dedicated to this project.

A captive-born condor became his partner and friend during this enormous challenge where he was at the same time pupil and teacher. Angelo was meant to take personally the condor to the Andes in Peru, but a tragic accident destroyed his dream. His mission though was fulfilled by his wife Laura and his friends, and now the condor is back in the spectacular Andes in Peru.

3:00 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Panorama: Documentary

(((
Bringebear (Raspberries) (2007) Norway
Directed by Morgan Davidsen
Written by: Morgan Davidsen
Produced by:  Morgan Davidsen
Starring: Morgan Davidsen, Dagmar Nordsjø, Tiril Andøl, Markus Sunngård Davidsen

Two small boys have a dream of everything being better than it is right now. They start to sell raspberries in a rather empty small town. The one person left points fingers to imperfection, but someone, somewhere is reminded of the boys and their ways meet in the deserted town. A film about childish hopes and disappointment, the good that comes when you don’t expect it to. A poetic look at goodness and the old friend “faith”. Raspberries has an undertone of children who desperately need help but don’t get it before fortune comes to visit.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK


Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Chartered Course (2007) Bahamas
Directed by Kareem Mortimer
Produced by:  Willard Thompson
Starring: Sir Durward Knowles

An accurate portrayal of the character, charm, sportsmanship of a remarkable gentleman, successful businessman and philanthropist Durward Knowles. This film covers the 90 years of Durwards' life.
7: 30 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Atlantis Theatre

2:30 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK


Caribbean Spotlight: Documentary
Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch

(((
Checkpoint (2006) Australia
Directed by Ben Phelps
Written by: Ben Phelps
Produced by:  Ben Phelps
Starring: Rodney Afif, Kate Raison, Christian Willis

A Lebanese-Australian family is driving through outback Australia when they are stopped by a group of soldiers at a checkpoint. The soldiers claim that war games are underway nearby but it soon becomes clear that they are playing a dangerous game of their own. The father, Nedal, realizes that the safety of his wife and daughter rests in his hands. CHECKPOINT is an 11-minute film that captures contemporary concerns about the abuse of power and the increase in racism within modern Australia.
10:30 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK 


Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch

(((
Coyote (2007) USA
Directed by Brian Peterson
Written by: Brian Peterson, Brett Spackman
Produced by:  Brian Peterson, Brett Spackman
Starring: Brian Peterson, Brett Spackman, Carley Adams

After their friend is deported to Mexico, two young Americans decide to smuggle him back across the border, a single event that quickly escalates into a lucrative, full-time business venture that becomes more complicated than they ever realized possible. Corruption and greed lead the men down a path of brutal destruction and despair.


3:15 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

2:45 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Atlantis Theatre

New Visions
Sponsored By Hard Rock Café

(((
Dalai Lama Renaissance (2007) USA, India
Directed by Khashyar Darvich
Produced by:  Khashyar Darvich, David Mueller
Starring: Harrison Ford, Amit Goswami, Dalai Lama, Fred Alan Wolf

At the edge of the Millennium, The Dalai Lama of Tibet invited 40 of the West’s leading, most innovative thinkers in their respective fields to his residence tucked away in the Himalayan mountains of Northern India to discuss the world’s problems and how we can solve them. What transpired was unexpected and powerful, and was captured by an 18 person, 5 camera film crew. The Wakan Foundation for the Arts took its 18 person crew to India and shot more than 140 hours of video footage during the week-long meeting and exploration of the future of mankind-- enough gripping and beautiful footage to make a powerful and cinematic documentary. The resulting feature-length documentary, “Dalai Lama Renaissance,” is narrated by actor Harrison Ford.

11:00 AM – Sunday, December 9 – Atlantis Theatre

6:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK

Spirit of Freedom: Documentary
Sponsored By Chopard
(((
Darfur Now (2007) USA
Directed by Ted Braun
Produced by:  Don Cheadle, Mark Jonathan Harris, Cathy Schulman
Starring: Ahmed Mahammed Abaka, Sheikh Ahmed Mahammed Abakar, Hawa Abaker

Darfur Now is a call to action for people everywhere to help end the crisis in Darfur. For the first time in history, the US Government has declared a genocide while it is ongoing. In this film, the struggles and achievements of six very different individuals bring to light the situation in Darfur and the need to get involved. From a UCLA graduate in Los Angeles, California, to a Darfurian woman who joins rebel forces, to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court in The Hague, to a United Nations humanitarian on the ground in Sudan, to an internationally known actor and activist, and finally to a community leader in a West Darfur refugee camp, the film portrays the heroic efforts of six people responding to a humanitarian tragedy unfolding before our eyes. Written and directed by Ted Braun, the film explores the Darfur conflict through the first-hand experiences of Don Cheadle, Hejewa Adam, Pablo Recalde, Ahmed Mohammed Abakar, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, and Adam Sterling.
3:30 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
4:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK


Spirit of Freedom: Documentary
Sponsored By Chopard

(((
DArius goes west (2007) USA
Directed by Logan Smalley
Produced by:  Roll With Me Productions
Starring: Darius Weems

Darius Weems, a 15-year-old with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, had never left his hometown of Athens, Georgia. In the summer of 2005, he and a group of young college students traveled across the country in a wheelchair-accessible RV to test accessibility in the United States. Their ultimate goal was to reach Los Angeles and convince MTV's hit show, "Pimp My Ride," to customize Darius's wheelchair. Along the way, they found joy, brotherhood, and the knowledge that life, even when imperfect, is always worth the ride.
5:15 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK
Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic

(((
Diamonds In A Bucket (2007) Canada
Directed by Sherry White
Written by: Sherry White
Produced by:  Sherry White
Starring: Liisa Repo-Martell

Vivian won’t admit she’s been a doormat her entire life. Harold can’t admit his songs are garbage. She searches for a man, any man, who’ll look after her, while he wants a woman who’ll adore him and fix his tea. When the two meet, they are destined to have a sad, typical relationship. That is until Harold’s thirty-year-old daughter Trina shows up and ruins everything.
1:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Elvis and Anabelle (2007) USA
Directed by Will Geiger
Written by: Will Geiger
Produced by:  Carolyn Pfeiffer
Starring: Mary Steenburgen, Max Minghella

Set in a small town in Texas, Elvis and Anabelle is a romance between two unlikely lovers: Elvis, a young mortician, and Anabelle, a beauty queen who wins Miss Texas then collapses and dies onstage.
9:15 AM – Tuesday, December 11 – Atlantis Theatre


Festival Category: Midnight Madness
(((
Float (2007) Bahamas
Directed by Kareem Mortimer
Written by: Kareem Mortimer
Produced by:  Jonathan P. Morris, Kareem Mortimer
Starring: Jonathan Murray, Stephen Tyrone Williams, Rukenya Demeritte

Jonny Roberts is an obsessive compulsive white Bahamian Artist who grapples with having an alcoholic father and homophobic bullies that taunt him on a daily basis. He escapes to a picturesque Bahamian island where he meets a gregarious black Bahamian local who teaches him how to live a more open life.
2:30 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
4:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Foul Gesture (2007) Israel
Directed by Tzahi Grad
Written by: Ya'ackov Ayali, Gal Zaid
Produced by:  David Cohen, Tzahi Grad, Ijo Shani, Isaac Shani, Gal Zaid
Starring: Ya'ackov Ayali, Ania Bukstein, Tal Grushka, Rivkas Michaeli, Keren Mor, Asher Tzarfati, Gal Zaid

Michael Klienhouse is your typical next-door neighbour, married with a child. One day, on the morning of the Holocaust Memorial Day, Michael runs into Dreyfus. Tamar, Michael's wife, has just flipped Dreyfus the finger, and Dreyfus deliberately hits the gas pedal of his car and runs into Michael's open car door, almost hitting Tamar. A law-abiding citizen, Michael hopes to resolve the situation with the help of the authorities, only to find out that the 60-year-old Dreyfus, an old war hero, is a violent man with connections and friends in high places. Michael, struggling with a personal crisis, finds it difficult to give up to the “power”, and the coming days become his own personal nightmare. However, dealing with the harsh and corrupt reality that endangers his life and liberty gives him a new sense of being.
6:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK
Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
From Silence to Sound (2007) USA
Directed by Chase Matthews
Produced by:  Jack polachek,  Jenine Mayring

In the United States, more than 20 million people are either deaf or hard-of-hearing. Justin Garrett is among them. On March 13, 2006, history was made in Oklahoma. Witness the miracle.
3:30 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK
1:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Panorama: Documentary
(((
GANGSTER (2007) Sweden
Directed by Steve Aries Aalam
Written by: Steve Aries Aalam
Produced by:  Steve Aries Aalam, Daniel Collert
Starring: Mikael Persbrandt, Peter Gardiner, Zara Zetterqvist, Malou Hansson


Antonio Moro is a gangster who works for the boss Thomas Stahl. Antonio lives happily with his girlfriend Tanya, who is expecting their child. His future looks bright, until one evening when he is ordered to kill a person who is close to all of them. This mission has unexpected consequences for everyone. Meanwhile Jasmin waits in the background. Jasmin wants Antonio to be her man and she usually gets what she wants.
8:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK
2:30 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK
Festival Category: Nordic Sidebar
(((
Grace is Gone (2007) USA
Directed by James C. Strouse
Written by: James C. Strouse
Produced by:  John Cusack, Grace Loh, Daniela Taplin Lundberg, Galt Niederhoffer, Celine Rattray
Starring: John Cusack, Shelan O'Keefe, Alessandro Nivola

Upon hearing his wife was killed in the Iraq war, a father takes his two daughters on a road trip.
10:15 AM – Saturday, December 8 – Atlantis Theatre

5:15 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK

Spirit of Freedom: Narrative

Sponsored By Chopard
(((
Heart Of A Soul Surfer (2007) USA 
Directed by Becky Baumgartner
Produced by:  Bethany Hamilton
Starring: Bethany Hamilton

Bethany Hamilton, a 13-year-old girl destined for a successful surfing career, lost her arm to a 14-foot tiger shark on Oct. 31, 2003. The attack didn't cause this determined Soul Surfer to give up. Instead, it compelled her to discover her purpose in life as she overcame the loss of her arm and got back on the board just three weeks later. Heart of a Soul Surfer digs deep into the heart of Bethany's abiding faith in God, and tackles difficult questions such as 'Why does God allow bad things to happen in our lives?' It features exclusive surf & family footage of Bethany before & after the attack, including Bethany's first attempts at surfing with one arm, as well as her winning the 2005 NSSA National Surfing Championship just 19 months later. Bethany's story has been told by many different people around the world, but this is the first time she and her family have been able to share it from their heart and perspective. This is a powerful, true story that you won't want to miss!
12:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Hilton
2:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Hilton

Festival Category: Family Films: Feature
(((
Heartlines (2006) South Africa
Directed by Angus Gibson
Written by: Angus Gibson, Michelle Rowe
Produced by:  Harriet Gavshon, Mariki Pretorious
Starring: Mduduzi Mabasso, Mbongeni Ngema, Mpho Joseph Molepo, S'Thandiwe Kgoroge

After serving a jail sentence, Manyisa, a young man with a cruel past and uncertain future, is released and offered a new chance at life by a well-meaning pastor, Jacob Musi. Manyisa, firm in his belief that no one ever gives without expecting something in return, is suspicious of Jacob's generosity. Despite his best efforts to avoid being pulled back in to his old criminal habits, Bra Stone, Manyisa's former crime boss wants him to return to the township gang. Meanwhile Jacob must grapple with the revelation that Bra Stone was responsible for the death of his younger brother. Jacob and Manyisa must learn that the road to redemption is not without pain.
9:15 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
High Maintenance (2006) Germany
Directed by Phillip Van
Written by: Simon Biggs
Produced by:  Ina Goring, Cordula Kablitz-Post
Starring: Nicolette Krebitz, Wanja Mues, Anna Schenk-Rollman

Jane is unhappy with her dull husband and monotonous marriage. Thankfully, in the near-future satisfaction is guaranteed and upgrades are always available.
2:30 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
4:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Hold Your Man (2007) BAHAMAS 
Directed by Matthew McCoy 
Written by: Matthew McCoy
Produced by:  Lindsey Delaplaine
Starring: Ovens Altidor, Souvenair Frimance, Michael Jones, Keith Puckett, Garry      Richardson, Jack Smith, Ashley Yancey
Hold Your Man is the amusing tale of a group of guys trying to enjoy an afternoon of dominoes away from the worries of wives and work. Their game is interrupted when two American girls show up, much to the joy of some of the players, and the frustration of others. While one girl fends off an aggressively friendly Bahamian, the other sits in and learns more about the game than anyone, including her, expects.
1:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

Caribbean Spotlight: Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
HousE OF THE OLIVE TREES (2007) Greece
Directed by Thouly Dosios
Written by: Maeve McQuillan, Thouly Dosios
Produced by:  Louizos Aslanidis, Thouly Dosios
Starring: Pepi Moschovakou


Anna is content to live a life without true love, apart from others. But a chance meeting with Markos changes her outlook, and life, forever.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK

3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
I Am Bob (2007) UK
Directed by Donald Rice
Written by: Donal Rice
Produced by:  Teun Hilte
Starring: Bob Geldof, Brian Conley, Claire Rushbrook

On his way to a Make Poverty History gig, Bob Geldof - campaigner, rock God, man of action - gets accidentally stranded at a motel in the middle of nowhere. To his horror he discovers a look-alike convention is taking place and no-one believes he is who he says he is. Just when he thinks his evening cannot get any worse, he realises he may not be the only Bob Geldof in the room...
9:00 PM –Saturday, December 8 – Atlantis Theatre
3:00 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK


Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch

(((
Illegal Aliens (2007) USA 
Directed by David Giancolo
Written by: Ben Coello
Produced by:  David Giancola, Mary-Beth French
Starring: Anna Nicole Smith, Joanie Laurer

When three aliens morph into super-hot babes and arrive to protect the earth from the intergalactic forces of evil. Guided by Syntax, their holographic mentor, these Illegal Aliens are willing to use every trick in the book and every sexy outfit in their wardrobe to accomplish their mission!
5:30 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Hilton

Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
I'm Through With White Girls (2006) USA
Directed by Jennifer Sharp
Written by: Courtney Lilly
Produced by:  Lia Johnson, Phyllis Johnson
Starring: Anthony Montgomery, Lia Johnson

The only black guy in his indie-rock social scene, Jay Brooks (30 going on 21) is witty and opinionated.  A story board artist by trade, and sci-fi junkie, he is quite the sexual overachiever in his indie rock world.  Still, Jay feels unfulfilled as he watches Drake, a high school buddy, preparing for marriage.

1:30 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK

2:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Atlantis Theatre
New Visions
Sponsored By Hard Rock Cafe

(((
In Memoria Di Mi (2007) ITALY
Directed by Saverio Costanzo
Written by: Furio Monicelli, Saverio Costanzo
Produced by:  Mario Gianani
Starring: Hirsto Jivkov, Filippo Timi, Marco Baliani

After feeling cast out by modern society, Andreas (Hirsto Jivkov) resolves to join the Jesuit noviate in an attempt to attain some semblance of humanity which he is unable to find in today’s world. With breathtaking cinematography and effortless performances, director Saverio Costanzo has established himself as a major contender in the European film industry with this complex and abstract masterpiece.
4:15 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK

9:15 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK


Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
In The Shadows (2007) Greece
Directed by Dimitris Apostolou
Written by: Dimitris Apostolou
Produced by:  Dimitris Apostolou
Starring: Chronis Pavlidis, Lefteris Konstantinou, Nicole Kokkinou

In the summer of 1950, a boy’s life will change forever, as the arrival of a shadow theatre in the village will awaken new emotions.
12:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK

12:00 PM – Wednesday, December 13 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
In The Valley Of Elah (2007) USA
Directed by Paul Haggis
Written by: Mark Boal, Paul Haggis
Produced by:  Laurence Becsey
Starring: Tommy Lee Jones, Charlize Theron, Jason Patric, Susan Sarandon

A career officer (Jones) and his wife (Sarandon) work with a police detective (Theron) to uncover the truth behind their son's disappearance following his return from a tour of duty in Iraq.
11:00 AM – Friday, December 7 – Atlantis Theatre
3:00 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK

Spirit of Freedom: Narrative

Sponsored By Chopard
(((
Intervention (2007) UK
Directed by Mary McGuckian
Written by: 
Produced by:  Jeff Abberley
Starring: Jennifer Tilly, Andie MacDowell

Set in an exclusive celebrity rehab clinic in New Mexico, it explores the world of ‘relationship therapy’ behind closed doors when an eclectic group of people drawn from all walks of life find themselves under one roof for twenty-eight days with one thing in common – addiction.
3:15 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Atlantis Theatre
5:30 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Spirit of Freedom: Narrative

Sponsored By Chopard
(((
Iron Ladies Of Liberia (2007) USA
Directed by Daniel Junge, Siatta Scott Johnson
Produced by:  Henry  Ansbacher

In November 2005, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf became Africa’s first elected female president. A former finance minister known as the “Iron Lady,” Sirleaf quickly appointed a team of strong women around her, including the Minister of Finance, the Minister of Commerce, and the Chief of Police. Iron Ladies of Liberia follows these women over the course of their turbulent first year in office – a year which will determine the future of their country. Iron Ladies of Liberia is a unique look behind the scenes at the rebirth of a nation and democracy in action, under the steady hand of women determined to make history and move their country forward.

1:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK

5:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK

Spirit of Freedom: Documentary
Sponsored By Chopard
(((
Jackson's Autobiography (2007) Bahamas/Canada
Directed by Jackson Petit
Produced by:  Jackson Petit
Starring: Jackson Petit

Jackson’s Autobiography is the visual portait of artist and filmmaker Jackson Petit.  Produced and directed by himself, Jackson Petit, a Bahamian student studying in Toronto uses one of his class assignments to express some of his deepest-seated thoughts and emotions. Poetic and emotionally compelling are the words to best describe this brutally honest film, revealing to the audience the subject’s psyche, emotional state and sexuality.  Layered with inventive animated sequences, hand written text and continuous colour palette changes, this documentary short subject examines the artist's flaws, his self-loathing, his fears and the feeling of loneliness. This film is just as artful as the artist himself.
8:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK

9:30 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Atlantis Theatre

Caribbean Spotlight: Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Jamesie King Of Scratch (2006) US Virgin Islands
Directed by Andrea Leland
Produced by:  Andrea Leland
Starring: James Brewster

Award-winning filmmaker Andrea E. Leland collaborated with James Brewster to create a 70-minute documentary and archiving project. The result of their collaboration is a spirited musical journey to the Caribbean focusing on Scratch band music (also known as Quelbe) , an indigenous, grass-roots form of folk music from the Virgin Islands that was recently declared the “official” music of the Virgin Islands.

8:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Atlantis Theatre
12:30 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Hilton
Caribbean Spotlight: Documentary
Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Juno (2007) USA
Directed by Jason Reitman
Written by: Diablo Cody
Produced by:  Lianne Halfon, John Malkovich, Mason Novick, Russell Smith
Starring: Ellen Page, Michael Cera, Jennifer Garner, Jason Bateman

Faced with an unplanned pregnancy, an offbeat young woman makes an unusual and bizarre decision regarding her unborn child.
7:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Atlantis Theatre

Festival Category: Special Screenings
(((
Keys (2007) USA
Directed by Christopher Babers
Written by: Christopher Babers
Produced by:  Damen Fletcher
Starring: Francisco Farr, Trhea Danae, Wayne Baldwin

When Leann receives a grim diagnosis of cancer, she and her bi-racial son Eli travel back to her childhood home in the Midwest, in order for Leann to make amends with her estranged father. Upon her arrival, the healing between these two takes shape in the most unlikely of ways.
12:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK

12:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
La Zona (2007) MEXICO 
Directed by Rodrigo Pla
Written by: Rodrigo Pla, Laura Santullo
Produced by:  Alvaro Longoria
Starring: Daniel Gimenez Cacho, Maribel Verdu, Daniel Tovar, Carlos Bardem
Residents of an enclosed neighborhood in the middle of Mexico DF are shocked by a violent crime, and for one resident in particular, young Alejandro, the drama is ratcheted up when he encounters the lone kid who escaped the event and is hiding out within the neighborhood's borders.
6:30 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK


Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
Little Blue (2005) USA
Directed by Bob Svihovec
Produced by:  Bob Svihovec

Sometimes a discovery ignites a passion. Little Blue, a young penguin, breaks away from tradition and learns to surf. His pursuit of the dream is a lonely quest... or is it?
8:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Atlantis Theatre
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK


Festival Category: Family Films: Shorts
(((
Lover of Life-Singer of Songs (2006) UK
Directed by Rudi Dolezal and Hannes Rassacher
Produced by: Jim Beach and Rudi Dolezal 


This documentary is the untold story of Freddie Mercury, frontman of the band Queen, from his birth in Zanzibar, to his death in London. Those who shared an extremely close relationship with Freddie talk about the times they shared, weaving a rich tapestry that was the life of Freddie Mercury, Lover of Life.
6:45 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Atlantis Theatre
Festival Category: Panorama: Documentary
Mars And Venus (2007) Norway
Directed by Eva Dahr
Written by: Eva Dahr, Andres Markusson
Produced by:  Tanya Badendyck
Starring: Anders Baasmo Christiansen, Thorbjorn Harr, Helena af Sandeberg

Mars & Venus starts where other romantic comedies end: Ida and Mathias have found each other, the church bells have fallen silent, and the wedding gown has been auctioned off on e-bay. The young couple Mathias and Ida have two young children and demanding jobs. This is a film about keeping love alive in a hectic everyday life. Ida is the ideal woman. She’s still as hot as she was when she was twenty. She is an ambitious architect and loving mum. She takes a great deal of responsibility both at home and at work. It turns out to be far from easy to find time for everything when she gets promoted. Mathias is the ideal man. He’s funny, handsome in a shabby way and a great dad. Unfortunately he’s also a bit sloppy, and never quite seems to finish things he initiates, such as renovating the bathroom. In addition, he buys a sailing boat without asking for permission... Ida and Mathias live in separate universes as they try to figure out what they really want in life. For what is happiness really? A career? A new bathroom? A sailing boat? Casual sex? A new boy/girlfriend? Or is happiness what you already have? 
9:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Atlantis Theatre

Festival Category: Nordic Sidebar
(((
Meeting Resistance (2007) USA, Iraq
Directed by Molly Bingham
Written by: Molly Bingham, Steve Connors
Produced by:  Daniel Chaflen, Molly Bingham, Steve Connors

MEETING RESISTANCE is a verité-style feature-length documentary set in the streets, alleyways and ubiquitous teashops of the Adamiyah neighborhood of Baghdad. It enters the physical and psychological heart of the “Insurgency” against the American occupation. Photojournalists/directors Steve Connors and Molly Bingham spent ten months there with six active insurgents, to create an exclusive, unique, and at once horrifying, compelling and insightful film about their lives, motivation, and goals. 
3:45 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
12:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Atlantis Theatre
Spirit of Freedom: Documentary
Sponsored By Chopard
(((
MISTER Foe (2007) UK
Directed by David Mackenzie
Written by: Peter Jinks, David Mackenzie, Ed Whitmore
Produced by:  Gillian Berrie, Leonard Crooks, Matthew Justics, Duncan Reid, Peter Touche
Starring: Jamie Bell, Sophia Myles, Ciaran Hinds, Jamie Sives

Hallam's talent for spying on people reveals his darkest fears and his most peculiar desires. Driven to expose the true cause of his mother's death, he instead finds himself searching the rooftops of the city for love.

11:00 AM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

6:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Special Screenings
(((
Misty Mountain (2007) Iceland/USA
Directed by Oskar Thor Axelsson
Written by: Oskar Thor Axelsson
Produced by:  Skuli Malmquist, Thomas Woodrow, Thor Sigurjonsson
Starring: Bob Walz, Steven Zilliax, Herdis Thorvaldsdottir

During the Cold War, NATO operated a Radar Station atop Mount Heidarfjall in the remote North East of Iceland. While based there in the late 1960’s, Sgt. Willard made several inexplicable visits to the year 2006. During his last “visit” to 2006, he witnessed the funeral of a young woman he had met and fallen in love with. And now, as his former destination in time becomes the present (2006), he returns as an old man to rectify the young woman’s destiny.
12:00 PM – Monday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
12:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
Moment (2006) Canada
Directed by Jill Carter
Written by: Susan Danesh, Jill Carter
Produced by:  Jill Carter
Starring: Jason Gautreau, Jefferson Brown, Karen Cliché

Anne, a young professional is getting ready for her day – all the familiar images of morning are there. Two men show up at her door and Anne’s calm morning is filled with anticipation.
2:30 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
4:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
My Happy End (2007) Germany, Bulgaria
Directed by Millen Vitanov
Produced by:  Cristina Marx
Starring: Thomas Bachmann

All dogs chase their tails. A dog once succeeds in catching his own tail. That changes his life as he finds his best friend in it.
12:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Hilton
2:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Hilton

Festival Category: Family Films: Shorts
(((
Ochberg's Orphans (2007) UK
Directed by Jon Blair
Written by: Jon Blair
Produced by:  Jon Blair, Paul Goldin, Georgina Townsley, Liana Pomeranstev
Starring: Zoe Wanamaker

1921. In Russia a million children are without parents after six years of war, famine and disease. 300,000 of them have been orphaned by murderous anti-Semitic attacks, their lives hanging by a thread. In South Africa, businessman Isaac Ochberg dreams a dream of saving some of these helpless and lost souls. Filmed in the original locations, together with unique archive footage and testimony from survivors, "Ochberg's Orphans" reveals this unknown story of heroism. Today, in a century dominated by wars, genocides and displaced peoples, Ochberg's legacy is a reminder that a small act can make a big difference.
10:30 AM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Oh Happy Day (2007) UK
Directed by Ian Poitier
Written by: Ian Poitier
Produced by:  Brian Cooper
Starring: Stephen Billington, Christopher Colquhoun

Two guys battle through the consequences of having had a one-night stand just before they started working together, and learn that to make a relationship work, you have to reveal everything: even if it means getting naked in front of 100 people and a gospel choir singing "Oh Happy Day".
8:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK
9:30 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Atlantis Theatre

Caribbean Spotlight: Narrative
Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
On A Tuesday (2007) USA
Directed by David Scott Smith
Written by: M.R. Dhar, David Scott Smith
Produced by:  Geralyn Pezanoski
Starring: Sally Nacker, Peter Holden

"On a Tuesday" is a warm, fuzzy, slice of life short film about a couple getting married in the middle of their workday: a beautiful moment hidden with busy life.
1:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Outsourced (2006) USA/INDIA
Directed by John Jeffcoat
Written by: George Wing, John Jeffcoat
Produced by:  George Wing, Tom Gorai
Starring: Josh Hamilton, Ayesha Dharker

After his entire department is outsourced, an American novelty products salesman (Hamilton) heads to India to train his replacement.
2:30 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
8:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
Overnight A Rose (2007) Taiwan
Directed by Viv Koh
Written by: Viv Koh, Chun-Ming Wang
Produced by:  Chi-Fang Ting
Starring: Siu-Ting Su

Overnight, a Rose is a touching drama that shows how love overcomes lies. This is a story about Xiao Mei (14) and her grandmother (48) whose relationship is based on lies. Mei lives with her grandmother, a stubborn, unyielding, and immature person. She loves her grandchild very much but can’t show it. Mei hates her grandmother and thinks she is self-absorbed, gossipy and immature. Mei hurts her grandmother’s feelings because she does not realize her grandmother is trying to protect her by not telling the truth, that Mei’s mother abandoned her. Mei searches for love according to her high expectations of what love ‘should be’ in contrast to the immature love that she feels in all her grandmother can give her.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK


Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Paperboat (2006) USA/Greece
Directed by Daphne Lambrinou
Written by: Daphne Lambrinou, Erica Callas
Produced by:  Daphne Lambrinou
Starring: Alexandra Aidini, Konstadino Markoulakis, Kostas Triantafillopoulos

What do you do when following your dream means closing the door on your past? Melanie must choose between a lifelong love in Greece and a blossoming career in America.
12:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
12:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Pleure En Silence (2006) France
Directed by John Gabriel Briggs
Written by: John Gabriel Biggs
Produced by:  Alexandre Boutros
Starring: Mylene Jampanoi, Yeleem Jappain

The true story of Ida Beaussart. Ida is the daughter of a violent & Néo-Nazi father. He beats her everyday, specially in the summer of 1989, when Kristina, Ida's eldest sister, ran away from home. Every one is scared of the father. Ida is left alone. She must suffer in silence.
1:30 PM – Friday, December 7 – Atlantis Theatre
7:15 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Spirit of Freedom: Narrative

Sponsored By  Chopard
(((
Poor Boy's Game (2007) Canada
Directed by Clement Virgo
Written by: Chaz Thorne, Clement Virgo
Produced by:  Damon D'Oliviera
Starring: Danny Glover, Rossif Sutherland, Flex Alexander

POOR BOY'S GAME explores the culture of tribalism in Halifax, played out in the story of Donnie Rose (Rossif Sutherland) and George Carvery (Danny Glover), whose son, Charles, Donnie beat into a severe retardation when both boys were 17. Finally released after a troubled stay in prison, Donnie encounters two communities divided by race -- exemplified by Charles' childhood friend, local-hero boxer Ossie Paris (Flex Alexander) and Donnie's volatile brother Keith (Greg Bryk) -- both unwilling to bury the past he helped create and move on.
9:30 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

5:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Atlantis Theatre

Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
Pudgy (2007) Bahamas
Directed by Mari Bonnemaison
Written by: Marisa Arbona-Ruiz
Produced by:  Mari Bonnemaison, Marisa Arbona-Ruiz
Starring: Dr. David Allen, Morganne Bethel, Christa Palmer
With a dose of Bahamian spirit, TV personality and psychiatrist Dr. David Allen brings us a delightfully campy parable that on first glance seems like a family film but uniquely delivers a profound message through live-action comedy drama, and a talking cartoon-animated fish. Walking along a beautiful Bahamian shoreline, a man adds his young granddaughter to the story he tells her about a spunky little fish named Pudgy. Too cocky for his own good, Pudgy gets beached upon the real Bahamian shore. He has amusing encounters with passers-by from the modern world as he desperately tries to get their attention, before being saved at the brink of death. From various locations, the lively Dr. Allen delivers insightful soliloquies about Pudgy’s calamity and rouses us to listen to our hearts to let our own Pudgy live. He spontaneously joins a spirited parade, and participates in a beach dance to the “Pudgy Theme” song performed by Christian McCabe. Beautifully filmed in High Definition.

12:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Hilton
2:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Hilton


Festival Category: Family Films: Shorts
(((
Razzle Dazzle (2007) AUSTRALIA
Directed by Darren Ashton
Written by: Robin Ince, Carolyn Wilson
Produced by:  Simon Basonquet
Starring: Kerry Armstrong, Ben Miller, Nadine Gardner

In this hilarious mockumentary, two rival children’s dance groups fight to win a prestigious dance trophy. Can Mr. Jonathon’s group use their globally-conscious routine to beat out Miss Elizabeth’s troupe? RAZZLE DAZZLE skewers the bizarre macrocosm of children’s dance troupes while using the best elements of MAD HOT BALLROOM and WAITING FOR GUFFMAN.
2:45 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Atlantis Theatre
6:45 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Family Films: Feature
(((
Riparo (2007) France, Italy
Directed by Marco Simon Puccioni
Written by: Monica Rametta, Marco Simon Puccioni
Produced by:  Mario Mazzarotto
Starring: Antonia Liskova, Maria DeMedeiros, Mounir Ouadi, Vitaliano Trevisan

Anna and Mara return from a holiday and realize that Anis, a young Moroccan immigrant, has managed to hide in their car in order to cross the border to Italy. At first unsure of what to do, they then decide to take him with them. Gradually Anis establishes himself in the life of the couple and for a brief moment, the three manage to help and support each other in an unusual and emotionally intricate relationship. The precarious balance is short-lived: Anis loses his job and is rejected by Mara, who he has fallen in love with, and Anna has to witness her idyllic domestic arrangement fall to pieces. “SHELTER” deals with issues raised by sexual orientation, coming of age, immigration and work related problems.
5:00 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Atlantis Theatre


Festival Category: Panorama: Dramatic
(((
Rose (2006) USA
Directed by Hoku Uchiyama
Written by: Hoku Uchiyama
Produced by:  Michael Silberman
Starring: Phillip Rogers, Kathryn Robinson, Blaine Miller

Little Travis lives for one day a year, the day he goes into the woods to meet his best friend Rose... Rose, however, doesn’t even know his name.  The ghost of a murdered teenage girl, Rose returns to the woods once every year to relive her final hours.  Each year Travis joins her, not warning her of her fate.  Loving and losing a girl who will never remember him takes its toll on Travis.  Now a young man, he realizes he not only has the power to intervene but that he should, even if he risks losing her forever.
10:30 AM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Sarbane’s oxley (2007) USA
Directed by Ramcess Jean-Louis
Written by: Ramcess Jean-Louis, Bennitta Jean-Louis
Produced by:  Louna Levelle, Lulu Youssef
Starring: Stephanie Bentley, Ian Jarvis
Sarbane's Oxley is set against the backdrop of today's top business headlines and highlights the lives affected by the acquisition of a Wall Street technology startup. Robert, a young attorney new to the Wall Street scene, must grapple with his inner conscience and the invisible forces of corruption surrounding him while dealing with the equally challenging and deceptive forces taking hold in his sordid love life.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK

4:30 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK

New Visions
Sponsored By Hard Rock Cafe

(((
Sharkwater (2006) CANADA
Directed by Rob Stewart
Written by: Rob Stewart
Produced by:  Sandra Campbell, Brian Campbell, Rob Stewart
Starring: Rob Stewart, Paul Watson

For filmmaker Rob Stewart, exploring sharks began as an underwater adventure. What it turned into was a beautiful and dangerous life journey into the balance of life on earth. Driven by passion fed from a life-long fascination with sharks, Stewart debunks historical stereotypes and media depictions of sharks as bloodthirsty, man-eating monsters and reveals the reality of sharks as pillars in the evolution of the seas. Stewart teams up with renegade conservationist Paul Watson of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society. A steady stream of pirate boat rammings, gunboat chases, mafia espionage, corrupt court systems and attempted murder charges, force them to flee for their lives. Through it all, Stewart discovers these magnificent creatures have gone from predator to prey. 
1:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK

Spirit of Freedom: Documentary
Sponsored By Chopard
(((
Sinner In Paradise (2007) USA/BAHAMAS
Directed by John Kastner
Produced by:  John Kastner

On Paradise Island in the Bahamas one of the world’s biggest resorts, Atlantis, sits right next door to one of the world’s smallest, the Sivananda Yoga Ashram. Two vacations, diametrically opposed. Hedonism vs holiness, cheek by jowl. This is about a man who takes both vacations at the same time. In the docu-comedy Sinner in Paradise triple Emmy-winning filmmaker John Kastner, mistakenly believing he is going on a fun-filled resort vacation, instead signs up for a strict yoga holiday where guests arise at 5:30 am and follow a puritanical regimen avoiding all pleasures of the flesh including alcohol, sex and loud music. Desperate for fun, Kastner keeps slipping away to cheat at other resorts such as Atlantis and Club Med. A yoga sinner on a spiritual quest learns just how weak the flesh can be.

1:00 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Atlantis

Festival Category: Panorama: Documentary
(((
Sirens Of Eleuthera (2007) USA/BAHAMAS
Directed by Stewart Rafill
Written by: Stewart Rafill
Produced by:  James Brolin
Starring: James Brolin, Antonio Sabato Jr, Annalynne McCord

Sirens of Eleuthera is a mystic mystery thriller about temptation and primal forces set on the mystical island of Eleuthera. A wealthy film producer Michael Pace discovers a beautiful unconscious woman pushed ashore by what appears to be a friendly dolphin. Carrying the girl into his expensive beach estate, Michael calls the local police and doctor who are unable to identify the exquisite visitor. That evening the innocent girl awakens. Set at the crossroads of the modern world and ancient mystical cults, “Sirens of Eleuthera” spins a tale of murder, obsession and seduction that leads its audience into a labyrinth of intrigue, action and mysterious forces.
1:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
Caribbean Spotlight: Narrative
Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Soup ladle (2007) USA
Directed by Cayman Grant

Written by: Cayman Grant
Produced by:  Cayman Grant, Cale Finot, Adam Goodman
Starring: Arita Trahan, Henrietta Meire, Jeff Kite

An older traditional Jewish woman goes over to her son's house for dinner and discovers that he has a 'platonic' female room-mate. Curious about the exact nature of their relationship, Mrs. Widelitz seeks to uncover the truth.
6:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
South of Pico (2007) USA
Directed by Ernst Gossner
Written by: Ernst Gossner, Richard Marcus
Produced by:  Eric Presley, Richard Marcus, Ernst Gossner
Starring: Christinia Hendricks, Gina Torres, Giovan Lopes, Henry Simmons, Jimmy Bennett

SOUTH OF PICO is an emotionally charged drama in which four strangers witness an unimaginable tragedy and are catapulted into the defining moment of their lives. Set in present-day Los Angeles, a chauffer, a waitress, a doctor and a young boy each deal with life’s daily challenges, only to find themselves at the scene of an accident the moment it happens. Riding on emotional overload, the balance of life rests in their hands. The film explores raw emotion and the human condition with brutal honesty. Filled with moments of joy, anticipation, regret and sorrow, South of Pico will take you on a journey to the core of your own soul.

7:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Atlantis Theatre

New Visions
Sponsored By Hard Rock Cafe

(((
Still Life (2006) USA
Directed by Mahesh Pailoor
Written by: Mahesh Pailoor
Produced by:  Yoshinobu Tsuji
Starring: Chet Grissom, Gill Gayle, Stephanie Venditto, Dave Marlin

Ian Presse is a freelance photojournalist. For the past fifteen years he has been sent on assignment to some of the world's most dangerous flashpoints in order to capture the story. Bosnia. Angola. Rwanda. Iraq. He is the eye for those who cannot see for themselves. But the job has taken a toll on his mental state as well as on his family. With an upcoming retrospective of his work, Ian must reconcile the success he has had on the job with the ghosts from his past that continue to haunt his present. 'Still Life' is the story of one man's search for redemption amidst the moral battlefield of war photography.

12:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
12:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Summer Scars (2007) UK
Directed by Julian Richards
Written by: Al Wilson, Julian Richards
Produced by:  Sabina Sattar
Starring: Kevin Howarth

In this dark coming-of-age thriller, six fourteen year old kids bunk off school to play hookie in the woods where a power struggle emerges between the two rival leaders, BINGO and PAUL. Who will be first to ride the stolen moped and who will be first to impress LEANNE, the only girl in the group? After a hit-and-run incident involving the bike, the kids are befriended by the victim – a drifter named PETER who recruits the boys in a military style game designed to test their endurance. But as Peter's behaviour becomes increasingly aggressive, the kids are forced to settle their differences and embrace the dark side of human nature if they are going to survive the ordeal.
11:30 AM – Sunday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
8:45 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Galleria JFK
New Visions, Sponsored By Hard Rock Cafe

(((
The Accidental Activist (2006) USA, United Kingdom
Directed by Andrew Hunt
Written by: Kathryn Blume
Produced by:  Andrew Hunt
Starring: Jane McCarry, Gavin Mitchell

June is a shy, never-been-in-love, thirty-something who still lives at home, has a goldfish called Romeo and an addiction to romance novels. With her latest pile due back today she sets off for the city; how could a simple trip to the library go so wrong… and yet so right!?
2:30 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
4:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
The Bothersome Man (2006) NORWAY/ICELAND
Directed by Jens Lien
Written by: Per Schreiner
Produced by:  Jorgen Storm Rosenberg
Starring: Trond Fausa Aurvaag, Petronella Barker and Birgitte Larsen

After arriving in a town that he has no memory of arriving in, Andreas is handed a new life, complete with a new job, apartment and wife. However, Andreas will soon realize that escaping his new home may not be as easy as it should be…
1:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
9:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Atlantis Theatre

Festival Category: Nordic Sidebar
(((
THE COMPETITION (2007) USA
Directed by Jason Carter, Paul Ceriello
Written by: Jason Carter, Paul Ceriello
Produced by: Susan Lombardi-Verticelli 
Starring: Ari Shaps, Stephanie Simonoff


Jeni and Peyman are the best and brightest of Huntington Elementary. When school announces a contest with a trip to “Space Camp” as the top prize, their lifelong rivalry reaches new heights.
12:00 PM – Saturday, December 8– Hilton

2:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Hilton
Festival Category: Family Film: Short
(((
The Insurgents (2007) USA
Directed by Scott Dacko
Written by: Scott Dacko
Produced by:  Elana Planko, Greg Segal, John Gallagher, Michael Parness
Starring: John Shea, Juliette Marquis, Mary Stuart Masterson, Michael Mosley

THE INSURGENTS is a film about post-9/11 America. It uses the events of that day as a springboard to talk about politics and society, security and freedom, patriotism and dissent. It is an unflinching self-examination of what it means to be American, the state in which we find ourselves, the implications for the future.THE INSURGENTS is also a thriller, with guns and bombs, secret agents, a love triangle, and all the twists and turns which we, as an audience, expect to keep us entertained. But the genre conventions are a setup, luring the audience into a serious discussion of ideas, which come fast and furious: Orwell, Voltaire, the Neo-Cons, the NSA, the Founding Fathers, and at the center of it all, the events of 9/11.

3:30 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK
Spirit of Freedom: Narrative

Sponsored By Chopard
(((
The Lesson (2006) USA
Directed by Maninder Saini
Written by: Kiran Kaur Saini
Produced by:  Irin Evers
Starring: Emily Sproch, Rosalina Perron, Jay Lawrence Kiman

Rose, a lonely middle-aged Latino woman, lives below an audibly active prostitute. Struggling to get some peace and quiet she repeatedly bangs on the ceiling with a broom until one day she pokes a hole through to the apartment above. Hearing voices, Rose's curiosity compels her to climb onto a chair and peer into Brandi's apartment. To her surprise she learns a secret about Brandi that causes her to reflect on her own past. Rose, in a quiet effort to connect with Brandi and help her in her life, begins to leave anonymous presents on Brandi's doorstep. As the relationship grows both women gain new hope and strength in their lives.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
The Letter(Pismo) (2007) Canada, Russian Federation
Directed by Matvei Zhivov
Written by: Tatiana Sarana, Matvei Zhivov
Produced by:  Andrei Fedulov
Starring: Aleksei Serebryakov, Viktoriya Tolstoganova

It has been three long years since Stepan last saw his family or heard from his wife. Stepan, a Soviet Army soldier, spent these three years fighting fascists in a partisan unit while his wife and two children considered him missing-in-action, or even dead. Once in an army hospital and awaiting his leave after an injury, Stepan decides to find out just how much his wife loves him. He writes a letter in which he tells her that he has had two legs amputated. Now that he is a legless cripple, will Shura accept him back? On receiving the letter, Shura does not hesitate whatsoever. Together with her eldest son she starts putting together a wheelbarrow in which she is going to haul her legless husband home from the train station. Stepan arrives... but there is a betrayal awaiting...

3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
The Namesake (2007) USA/INDIA
Directed by Mira Nair
Written by: Sooni Taraporevala, Jhumpa Lahiri
Produced by:  Lydia Deal Plicher
Starring: Kal Penn, Irrfan Khan, Jacinda Barrett

From the acclaimed director of MONSOON WEDDING comes the story of the young Gogol (Kal Penn), torn between the world he wants and the traditional world of his parents; his romance with Max (Jacinda Barrett) goes against everything his parents expect of him. Nair masterfully creates conflict and suprises as Gogol travels to India to understand where he comes from.

12:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
2:30 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Atlantis Theatre
New Visions
Sponsored By Hard Rock Cafe

(((
The Substitute (2007) Denmark
Directed by Ole Bornedal
Written by: Ole Bornedal, Henrik Prip
Produced by:  Michael Obel
Starring: Paprika Steen, Jonas Wandschneider, Ulrich Thomsen
Carl's unfulfilling and solitary life becomes even worse when he and his classmates meet Miss Harms, a mean and relentlessly unpleasant teacher who the children suspect is an alien.

3:45 PM – Friday, December 7 – Atlantis Theatre

Festival Category: Nordic Sidebar
(((
The Ten Commandments (2007) USA
Directed by Bill Boyce, John Stronach
Written by: Ed Naha
Produced by:  Cindy Bond, John Stronach, Trevor Yaxley
Starring: Ben Kingsley, Christian Slater, Alfred Molina, Elliot Gould

Condemned to die by Pharaoh while just a baby, Hebrew Moses is set adrift on the River Nile by his mother and his sister. Rescued by the daughter of Pharaoh, he grows up thinking he's an Egyptian prince. Eventually exiled from Egypt when he is exposed as a Jew, he is touched by God, and told that he will lead his enslaved Chosen People to the Promised Land. With the hand of God firmly on his shoulder, and with faith as his only weapon, Moses performs miracles, casts down plagues, evades a pursuing Egyptian army, parts the Red Sea and, after forty years of leading the Hebrew Chosen Ones to the Promised Land, is embraced by God and led to a better place. What makes this version of "The Ten Commandments" unique is that it highlights Moses family, both real and extended, and showcases Moses, the reluctant prophet, who was the only man in Biblical history to see the face of God and call him 'friend.'
4:30 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK

Festival Category: Family Films: Feature
(((
The Wine Bar (2006) USA
Directed by Christian Remde
Written by: Christian Remde, Seth Fisher
Produced by:  Christian Remde, Seth Fisher
Starring: Ryan Young, Seth Fisher, Tessa Klein

On a winter night in New York City, an average guy, Henry (Seth Fisher), wanders into an upscale wine bar looking for a beer. Obviously out of place, Henry innocently offends both the snooty Bartender (William Sadler) and Evelyn (Tessa Klein), the pretty young woman quietly reading next to him. When Steven (Ryan Young), Evelyn’s hotheaded boyfriend, comes in looking for a fight, Henry decides to take matters into his own hands. The Wine Bar is a short comedy about saying what you mean and not judging a book by its cover.
9:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Atlantis Theatre

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Trench Town: The Forgotten Land (2006) Jamaica, Sweden, UK
Directed by James Ewart
Produced by:  James Ewart

Trench Town, Kingston 12, is the most famous ghetto in the World. Immortalised in the music of Bob Marley, it is now one of the most dangerous and violent places on the planet. Today Trench Town is crumbling. With a population of around 25,000 there can be up to ten murders a week. A virtual civil war has broken out as heavily armed rival gangs are fighting for control of the area. This film examines how the ordinary citizens survive in such extreme circumstances. We talk to a complete cross section of the community in this moving testimony to the courage of the people in their daily battle for survival.
5:30 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:30 PM – Monday, December 10 – Atlantis Theatre
Caribbean Spotlight: Documentary
Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Untitled Film No. 9 (2007) USA
Directed by David H Butler
Written by: Sean Paul Murphy
Produced by:  Sean Paul Murphy
Starring: Mark Redfield

Untitled Film, No. 9 is a lyrical pop meditation which endeavors to reveal the secrets of love and loss, God and the Universe, and the Meaning of Life in five short minutes.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK
Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Wardance (2006) USA/Uganda
Directed by Sean Fine, Andrea Nix-Fine
Produced by:  Albie Hecht, Susan MacLaury

Set in Northern Uganda, a country ravaged by more than two decades of civil war, WAR/DANCE tells the story of Dominic, Rose and Nancy, three children whose families have been torn apart, their homes destroyed, and who currently reside in a displaced persons camp in Patongo. When they are invited to compete in an annual music and dance festival, their historic journey to their nation's capital is also an opportunity to regain a part of their childhood and to taste victory for the first time in their lives.

11:00 AM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
4:00 PM – Thursday, December 13 – Atlantis Theatre
Spirit of Freedom: Documentary
Sponsored By Chopard
(((
We Are Together (Thina Simunye) (2006) South Africa
Directed by Teddy Liefer
Written by: Slindie Moya, Paul Taylor
Produced by:  Teddy Leifer, Paul Taylor, Leigh Blake



Life has not been easy for 12-year-old Slindile, her siblings and her friends at the Agape Orphanage in South Africa, where most of the children have lost their parents to AIDS. But they are still kids and teenagers, bashful around boys, squabbling with each other. And when they lift their voices in song, something extraordinary happens.
6:00 PM – Sunday, December 9 – Galleria JFK
2:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Atlantis Theatre
Festival Category: Panorama: Documentary
(((
Wednesday (2006) UK
Directed by Rob Sorrenti
Written by: Rob Sorrenti
Produced by:  Rob Sorrenti
Starring: Ann Emery, Sinead Matthews, Mon McClane

Sam, 24, is shy and introverted. The only woman in his life is his Nan. Until now. Lilya, 24, is Nan’s nurse. She is kind and caring, and Nan would like to bring her and Sam together. But how? Nan soon discovers that playing Cupid is strictly for the angels. As if by chance, when Nan says her goodbye, Sam and Lilya say their hellos. But there is a sense of dejavu. Where and how could they have possibly met before? In fact their first meeting took place 25 years before. On a Wednesday. What was always meant to be is now becoming.
1:00 PM – Saturday, December 8 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
wet foot dry foot (2006) USA
Directed by Carlos V. Gutierrez
Written by: Carlos V. Gutierrez
Produced by:  Carlos V. Gutierrez
Starring: Francisco Gatlomo, Jorge Alvarez

Get caught in the water and they send you home, but touch dry land and you’re allowed to stay. That is the ‘wet foot/dry foot’ policy for Cuban refugees trying to enter the U.S. When two Cubans find themselves stranded on a deserted island, they must struggle against nature and each other to stand a chance at freedom.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
Window (2005) USA
Directed by Varda Hardy
Written by: Varda Hardy, Patrick S. Bennett
Produced by:  Ryan Berg
Starring: Louis Gossett Jr., Robert Peters

Louis Gossett Jr. stars as Ralph, an ailing veteran, once a commanding officer, now stuck in a hospital rooom. He will do anything to get the bed by the window even though Jean, the dying man next to the window, tries to tell him there's nothing to see.
3:00 PM – Friday, December 7 – Galleria JFK
3:00 PM – Monday, December 10 – Galleria JFK

Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
(((
With Your Permission (2007) Denmark, Sweden
Directed by Paprika Steen
Written by: Anders Thomas Jensen
Produced by:  Thomas Heinesen, Leila Vestgaard
Starring: Lars Brygmann, Sisde Babett Knudsen, Nicolaj Kopemikus

Ordinary Jan has no easy life. He is by far the most unpopular employee at work. At home it's even worse. His marriage with the not-so-ordinary Bente is on the verge of a breakdown. Jan's boss finally sends him into group therapy where an unlikely friendship emerges between Jan and the two mechanics Rudy and Alf. Had Jan only known, that Alf loved Opera, and had Bente known what Rudy and Alf were up to, they would never have let them into their home. On the corner of chance and destiny, their lives take unexpected turns.

10:00 PM – Saturday, December 10 – Atlantis Theatre

Festival Category: Nordic Sidebar
(((
Zanshin South Genesis (2007) Bahamas
Directed by Jason Elwood Hanna
Produced by:  Jason Elwood Hanna
Starring: Lucien Seymour, Jeremy Johnson, Deangelo Clark, Jason Elwood Hanna, Zanshin South Action

Genesis shows the beginning of a group of young people that yearns to break out of the box. One their ways of doing this is through their love of everyday movement. We follow our group as they run, jump, climb, flip through everyday obstacles in the Bahamas, showing there can be true freedom and success in the simplest of ways.
8:00 PM – Tuesday, December 11 – Galleria JFK
9:30 PM – Wednesday, December 12 – Atlantis Theatre

Caribbean Spotlight: Shorts

Sponsored By Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch
BAHAMAS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL  
December 6 – 13, 2007
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