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I am delighted to bring remarks this afternoon as we gather to pay homage to Her Excellency, Dame Marguerite Pindling, on the occasion of her elevation to the highest constitutional office that can be bestowed upon any Bahamian, the office of Governor-General, the resident representative of our Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth the Second in her capacity as constitutional head of state of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas.  
Dame Marguerite deserves this appointment.  She has earned it in her own right. She has served our country with great distinction over many long years, first as an influential figure in the struggle for Majority Rule, later as First Lady of The Bahamas for more than a quarter of a century, as an enthusiastic and effective supporter of charitable causes, most notably, the Bahamas Red Cross and the Pindling Educational Foundation, and in more recent times as Deputy to the Governor-General.  
I have the highest confidence that Dame Marguerite will discharge her duties as Governor-General with complete fidelity to the Constitution and in close concord with the conventions of impartiality and non-partisanship that have been so scrupulously adhered to by all her predecessors. 

All of our Governors-General, going all the way back to Sir Milo Butler 41 years ago, came to office from the political arena.  Moreover, without exception, up to today, they had all served in one or the other of our two houses of parliament before coming to Mt. Fitzwilliam. Without exception, up to today, they had all done vigourous battle with their political adversaries in the legislature before going to Government House.  And yet when they were successively called to serve as Governor-General, they all left their partisan politics outside the front door of Government House.  They never let it inside. They never allowed party politics to contaminate the office of Governor-General.  

That’s the proud tradition that we have in our nation and there is absolutely no doubt in my mind that Dame Marguerite will keep it going; that just as her predecessors did so impeccably, she, too, will transition into the office of Governor-General without any inclination towards political partisanship.

Dame Marguerite has been the Deputy to the Governor-General for the past two years.  She therefore comes to office well schooled in the requirements of this office and well prepared for its challenges.  And those who have been paying close attention over the past two years, can attest to the fact that whenever she was called upon to perform the duties of Governor-General, Dame Marguerite always did so with elegance and grace, with diplomacy and tact, and without the slightest trace of partisan bias. 

But if I may, I should like to briefly reflect on the larger and deeper significance of the appointment that we are gathered to witness today.  

Firstly, the appointment of Dame Marguerite carries with it echoes of the same theme that resonated again and again during last evening’s ceremony marking the demission from office of Sir Arthur Foulkes.  
It was the theme that here in The Bahamas the lowliest can indeed be raised to the highest; the theme that no matter how humble or unpromising the circumstances of your birth may be, The Bahamas is one place where your dreams can indeed come true; a place where a young child named Arthur Alexander Foulkes, a child without means in the remotest hamlet in all the land - Matthew Town, Inagua - can nonetheless make his way up in the world, and after a life of struggle and sacrifice, rise up to the highest office in all the land. 

And so it is today as well. We witness the same theme, the same social dynamic, the same historical phenomenon being replicated as a great and gracious lady, born Marguerite McKenzie in a remote and primitive settlement in Andros, proves once again that the circumstances of one’s birth, the humility of one’s origins, is no barrier to the attainment of the highest office in the land, nor to any other office or status in this beloved nation of ours. That is something we should all feel very proud of; to know that we live in a country like that.  
That’s the first observation I should like to make about the larger significance of Dame Marguerite’s appointment as Governor-General.

The second observation I should like to make about it is this: that while Dame Marguerite has by virtue of her own life of patriotic service and outstanding accomplishment earned her elevation to the office of Governor-General, there is, at the same time, no escaping the larger symbolism of her appointment, for she is indeed the widow and the primary keeper-of-the-flame of the most defining, the single most consequential, figure in the whole sweep of Bahamian history, the Right Honourable Sir Lynden Pindling, Father of the Nation and Leader of the Peaceful Revolution. 
The historical significance of the struggle for Majority Rule and Sir Lynden’s leadership role in it can never be overestimated. Indeed it bears repeating what the immediate past Governor-General, Sir Arthur Foulkes, has always been at pains to remind us about in his speeches and writings, namely, that the attainment of Majority Rule in 1967 was even more historically important to our evolution as a people than the Abolition of Slavery in 1834. That is an assessment to which I myself subscribe, as indeed most informed, right-thinking Bahamians subscribe as well.  
And it is an incontestable fact that it was Lynden Pindling who was the Leader of the organized political struggle that resulted in the attainment of Majority Rule in 1967, followed just a few years later by the attainment of National Independence. 
So, in appointing Dame Marguerite, we give honour not only to her in her own right, we also give honour to the memory of Sir Lynden and his leadership of the fight for Majority Rule; the fight to free the Bahamian people from political, economic and social degradation, to free them from the scourge of second-class status in their own country, and then, just a few years later, to march forward with them into nationhood so that we might take our rightful place among the free and sovereign peoples of the world. 
Sir Lynden has been dead now for 14 years but his memory lives on.  Inevitably, and quite properly, we think of him today, recalling his singular role in the fight for freedom and the building of the modern Bahamas. 
And his influence lives on too. Sir Lynden was Prime Minister for 25 straight years but for the 22 years that have since ensued the two Prime Ministers we have successively had are both of them protégés of Sir Lynden.  
The Right Honourable Hubert Ingraham and myself are the political offspring of Sir Lynden. Politically, he was our father.  We were recruited by him; we were mentored by him; we served under him; and inevitably our political philosophies and methodologies of governance would have been heavily influenced by him, no matter how divergent our later paths may have taken us away from those groundings.
And so it is only natural for us to reflect upon Sir Lynden’s great accomplishments today as we gather in witness to the ascension of his dear wife and soulmate to the office of Governor-General of The Bahamas.
Thirdly and finally, as we reflect on the larger significance of this occasion, Dame Marguerite’s appointment constitutes another crowning moment in the continued progress of Bahamian women.  

Lady Pindling is the second female to hold the office of Governor-General of The Bahamas. A recent comparative study has reminded us, however, that while women have achieved at least equality, if not a numerically dominant position, in such spheres of public life as the judiciary and the public service, they continue to be underrepresented in the parliamentary and executive branches of government. This is an imbalance that needs to be rectified. Today’s appointment is therefore another important step in the right direction. 

It only remains for me now to formally extend my congratulations, and the congratulations of my entire government, to Her Excellency, Dame Marguerite Pindling, on her appointment as our nation’s newest Governor-General; to wish her every success in this new role; and to assure her of our fullest support as she now assumes the reins of the highest office in all the land.

May almighty God bless you, Dame Marguerite, and may he guide you in the execution of your duties.

And may Almighty God continue to guide our beloved nation and its people as we prepare to mark the 41st anniversary of our Independence.

God Bless the Commonwealth of The Bahamas!
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