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FOREWORD 

 
This publication presents data on the work permits granted in The Bahamas by the Department of 

Immigration for the year 2015. It contains tables outlining work permits granted by industry, occupational 

group, the applicants’ nationality and sex. 

 

The data in this report are collected by the Department of Immigration and forwarded to the Department 

of Statistics where they are processed, analyzed and published. 

 

This report was prepared by Leona Wilson, Acting Director; Carmen Dawkins, Deputy Director, and the 

staff of the Labour Market Information Unit of the Department of Statistics. We gratefully acknowledge 

the assistance of the web administrator responsible for mounting it on the department’s web-site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
           

Leona Wilson 

           

           Acting Director 

 

 

August 2016  
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DATA HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 In 2015 a total of 9,208 work permits were issued. Male’s received 67% or 6,215 work permits 

whereas females received 2,993 or 33% of the work permits. 

              Occupational Level: 

 Forty-four percent (44%) of the work permits were granted to workers in the Elementary Occupational 

group. Sixty-five percent (65%) of the work permits granted to persons in this group were Haitians.  

 

 Skilled Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery workers was granted 949 or 10% of the total permits issued. 

Eighty percent (80%) of this group were Haitians. 

 

 This was followed by Professionals, Science and Engineering Professionals with 927 or ten percent 

(10%) of the total work permits. Fifteen percent (15%) of this group were Americans and fifteen 

percent (15%) Jamaicans. 

 

 The least amount of work permits granted (22 or 0.2%) was in the Plant & Machine Operators and 

Assemblers category. 

              Industry Level: 

 The industry receiving the majority of the work permits in 2015 was the Accommodation and Food 

Service Activities Industry (Hotel) with 1,144 or 12% of the work permits granted. Eighty percent 

(80%) of this group were males. 

 

 This was followed by the Construction Industry receiving 689 or 7% of the total permits issued. 

Ninety-six percent (96%) of this group were males. 

 

 The Manufacturing Industry was issued 539 or 5% of the total work permits for 2015. Ninety-seven 

percent (97%) of this group were males. 

 

Nationalities 

 The majority of the work permits 3,360 or 36% were issued to Haitians. 

 This was followed by Jamaicans with 1,075 or 11% of the permits issued. 

 Philippine nationals received 1,033 or 11% of the permits issued. 

More detailed information is available on the Department’s Website:   

www.bahamas.gov.bs/statistics. 
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TABLE 1 CONT'D

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER %

PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ACTIVITIES 167 1.8% 41 1.4% 126 2.0%

ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT SERVICE ACTIVITIES 194 2.1% 8 0.3% 186 3.0%

PUBLIC ADMINSTRATION AND DEFENCE; COMPULSORY 

SOCIAL SECURITY 45 0.5% 18 0.6% 27 0.4%

EDUCATION 296 3.2% 185 6.2% 111 1.8%

HUMAN HEALTH AND SOCIAL WORK ACTIVITIES 110 1.2% 69 2.3% 41 0.7%

ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION 151 1.6% 41 1.4% 110 1.8%

OTHER SERVICE ACTIVITIES 12 0.1% 4 0.1% 8 0.1%

ACTIVITIES OF HOUSEHOLDS AS EMPLOYERS;  

UNDEFFERENTIATED GOODS-AND SERVICES-

PRODUCING ACTIVITIES OF HOUSEHOLDS FOR OWN USE 4,712 51.2% 2,128 71.1% 2,584 41.6%

*OTHERS 18 0.2% 4 0.1% 14 0.2%

**RESIDENT BELONGERS 186 2.0% 91 3.0% 95 1.5%

Source: Department of Immigration, 2015

NOTE:  **RESIDENT BELONGER  -  is a person born in The Bahamas to non-Bahamian parents who is entitled to apply 

                                                                           for registration as a  citizen of The Bahamas under Article 7 of the  

                                                                   Constitution and who has lived in The Bahamas for all his/her life.

 *OTHERS -   are occupations that could not be classified in any of the standardized occupational groups.

WORK PERMITS ISSUED BY INDUSTRIAL GROUP AND SEX, ALL BAHAMAS: 2015

TOTAL
SEX

INDUSTRIAL  GROUP FEMALE MALE
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